
Dear Parents, 

Your child ____________________ has been selected for St Damien's 2018 Robocup Team. 
Robocup is used as a program to support students who have been identified as demonstrating skills 
and abilities that require further extension. (Other terminology used may be "Gifted and Talented" 
or "Enrichment") 

There will be a supporting contract sent home today for students and parents to sign; however, this 
letter acts as a source for information for parents to refer back to when required. This letter will 
cover: 

* What is Robocup? 

* Commitment required of students. 

* No Guarantee of a place at the Robocup Event! 

* The Process. 

* Extra Sessions. 

* Important Dates. 

* Parent Assistance 

* Some web-links. 

What is Robocup? 

Robocup is an international competition that involves students programming a robot (we use Lego 
EV3 Mindstorms at St Damien's CPS) to complete a series of challenges. (Please see web-links 
below for further information) 

Year 5 Students create a dance routine that they, and the robot, must choreograph to work in unison 
(Including props and costumes) 

Year 6 Students must program a robot that can follow a black line, negotiate a series of obstacles, 
locate an object and knock it out of the spill-zone. 

Robocup requires the students to: 

* Build Robots (and props) that are adaptable and suitable for the task 

* Program Robots to perform a series of tasks. 

* Demonstrate Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Skills 



Commitment Required  

Students are required to: 

* Attend lessons once per week on Fridays. The ‘out of class’ time is 11:30am-12:30pm; however, I 
ask students to attend from the beginning of Recess (11am) to ensure they have 1.5 hrs of working 
time per week. This time will fly, I promise! 

* Students are required to Document / Journal their learning. Each week (from 12:00pm-12:30) we 
will dedicate to this journalling. Any incomplete work will be expected to be completed by the 
student before the next lesson; however, the work set should be easily completed during this time. 

* A major part of the journalling will be the creation of flowcharts to describe what is happening 
with the robot’s programming. 

* Make genuine efforts to attend the larger sessions that will be offered throughout the year. (See 
below). 

* Students may attend the Library at Recess on Mon-Thu. 

* Students are expected to have their work readily available in class if they have extra time 
available to complete challenges. 

* Maintain all standards of behaviour and work ethic in and around the school. 

No guarantee of the place at the Robocup Event! 

Due to the popularity of the main event (August 3rd at Curtin University) the organisers have 
limited the number of tickets available. 

Last year we were fortunate enough to be able to buy the tickets online for all competitors, which is 
the hope in 2018. 

Students can earn a guaranteed position at this event by placing 1st-3rd (in their team) at the 
Regional event held at All Saints College on Saturday 23rd June, 2018. It is only the students in the 
team (not our school) who get the position. 

I will be asking all students to commit to this event, not only is it a great opportunity to lock in a 
ticket, but also a fantastic practice and chance to see the level of competition they are up against. 

I do understand that many students have weekend sporting commitments; however, I do ask 
that if a student wishes to take part in the StDCPS Robocup program that they commit to this 
event (23rd June)  and notify their coaches as soon as possible. 



The Process 

* Students will begin this week on Fridays completing the required learning about the program, 
technologies and critical thinking skills required to complete these tasks. 

* Over the course of the term I will designate the students into teams. There will be teams of 3 for 
Year 6 and Teams of 4 for Year 5. 

* Students will work weekly on developing their skills and programs through all available sessions. 

* Students attend the 23rd June Regional Trials. StDCPS teams earning 1st-3rd gain automatic 
selection to main event (3rd Aug) 

* Students attend main event (3rd August) at Curtin University. 

* Any teams placing high enough on the day will be invited back on the 4th August to take part in 
the “State” Championships. (The exact criteria for selection to be confirmed). Each year we have 
had at least one team make it this far. 

* Any teams placing well enough on the Sat 4th “State” event will be invited to the National Event 
to be held in Melbourne on Fri 5th October (The exact criteria for selection to be confirmed). As 
we have not had a team get this far we do not have a process for organising these specifics of how 
we would do this - a problem I hope to have in the near future! 

Extra Sessions 

Throughout the year I will offer extra sessions for students. These are not compulsory; however,  I 
strongly recommend these sessions as the students will be able to learn / achieve in a 3hr + session 
is monumental. I will send further correspondence however the sessions are: 

* A day (E.g. 9am-4pm) in each school holiday (I will send a survey for suitable dates). These days 
are very popular with the kids as we spend a whole day in the School Staffroom playing with 
robotics, with lunch provided. 

* Parent Teacher Interviews afternoon. Parent Teacher Interviews run from 12pm-6pm late in Term 
2. I will allow students to stay with me during this time to work on their robotics. 

* Occasional “afternoons”. If possible I will offer students whole afternoons (3-5pm’ish’) to work 
on their robots. 



Important Dates (http://www.robocupjunior.org.au/wa) 

Sat 23rd June  Regional Trials   All Saints College 

Fri 3rd August  WA State Event   Curtin University 

Fri 5th October Australian National Event  Melbourne 

Parent Assistance 

Throughout the year I will ask for parent assistance in 2 ways: 

1. To assist on our ‘big’ days (i.e. the holidays). An extra pair of hands, even wig parents share 
throughout the day, is always helpful. Even if it’s to drive down to the Fish and Chip shop to 
collect lunch for us. 

2. To transport students to and from events. We ask the parents transport the children, and have 
been fortunate enough to be able to ‘car-pool’ so that one parent can drive 3-4 children to take 
the burden off. 

Every parent who has spent time at Robocup Events has given fantastic feedback as to how much 
they have enjoyed the days! 

Weblinks 

Robocup: 

http://www.robocupjunior.org.au/wa 

http://www.robocupjunior.org.au/onstage 

http://www.robocupjunior.org.au/rescue 

Lego and Programming 

https://www.lego.com/en-us/mindstorms/about-ev3 

https://www.lego.com/en-us/mindstorms/apps/ev3-programmer-app 

Flowcharts 

https://www.smartdraw.com/flowchart/flowchart-symbols.htm 
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An example of Programming that the Year 6’s will do: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jblYWsdDxM 

The next two videos are not the best examples - however I cannot publish our School Videos from  
last year, but am happy to show parents / kids at school: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQgJksH-HU8 (Robocup Rescue Video) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KniXdAp2Db8 (Robocup Dance Video) 

I look forward to this event being a continuation of the fantastic success we have had a St Damien’s 
with Robotics in the past. 

If parents or students have any questions I ask them to please not hesitate to contact me. 

Regards 

Mr Crebert 
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