
A GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING YOUR 
CHILD’s SCHOOL REPORT 

 
St Damien’s Catholic Primary School uses the benchmarks and 
standards set by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
(SCSA) as both a foundation for learning and assessment. 

 
SCSA - https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/ 

 
Semester 1 Grades reports to the level at which a student is “on-

track” towards a goal. See the image below as an example of one (of 
the many) learning goals for students. Look at Year 1 “Measure and 
compare the lengths and capacities of pairs of objects using uniform 
informal units” (blocks etc). 
 

 
 
 

In 2018, in the class program to this point in time (mid Term 2, when 
reports begin being compiled) the learning experiences may have only covered 
the length area of this learning. If a child is competent with this, they will receive 
a “C”, meaning they are on track for what’s been covered. 

 
By the end of the year (Semester 2 Reports) though, this child will be 

graded on their demonstration of the ability to show both length and capacity. 
If they can do so, they receive a “C”, however if ‘capacity’ is a troubling concept, 
they may receive a “D” – even though a “C” was their progress indicator for the 
Semester 1 report. 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/


What do they grades mean? 
 
SCSA provides this breakdown of the grades….. 
 

Letter grade Achievement descriptor 

A The student demonstrates excellent achievement of what is 
expected for this year level. 

B The student demonstrates high achievement of what is 
expected for this year level. 

C The student demonstrates satisfactory achievement of what is 
expected for this year level. 

D The student demonstrates limited achievement of what is 
expected for this year level. 

E The student demonstrates very low achievement of what is 
expected for this year level. 

 

 
Please be aware that…. 
 
Some of the grade allocation guidelines mentioned in this newsletter 
may be different from what reports have indicated prior to 2018. At 
St Damien’s we are constantly reviewing and evolving our processes 
and, for this reason, parents may notice changes across the years. 
 
From Semester Two 2017 to Semester One 2018 (when a child moves 
up a grade) there may have been a significant jump in learning 
expectations. It is common that a child who receives “A”’s and “B”’s 
at the end of one year may score a “C”’s at the start of the next year. 

 
 
 



Overall Grades 
 
It is up to the professional judgments and standards of each individual school to 
define the cut-offs and overall judgments. Whilst comparisons and judgements 
between schools can be complicated, at St Damien’s Catholic Primary School we 
believe it is important that there is consistency through our grades, and for this 
reason please expect the following for Overall Grades indicated in the shaded 
box next to each Learning Area: 

 
The Overall Grade is a summary grade of the components. There are 
circumstances where the “Majority Rules” concept applies, for example: 

 

 
 
 
* If there are 2 components, then the overall grade will be the lower of the 2. 
 
 

 
 
In some subjects, mainly Mathematics and English, the Components are 
weighted differently, with certain areas having more weight due to the breadth 
and importance of their scope and the content covered. 
 
In Mathematics a higher grade will only be award if “Number and Algebra” has 
the higher component grade. If the child (in the example below) was to also 
score an “A” for Measurement and Geometry, the overall would still be a “B” as 
that is the Number and Algebra Grade. 



 
 

 
 

In English (if the components are split evenly) a higher grade will only be award 
if “Reading and Viewing” as well as “Writing” has the higher component 
grade. These 2 areas represent the vast majority of the learning expectations of 
English and the grades must reflect this appropriately. (See the two examples 
below. 
 

 
 



 
 
There may be instances where a student receives an overall grade that differs 
from these. Please be aware that this would only occur through consultation 
and moderation between the class teachers and the Leadership Team.   
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher if you 
require any further clarification. 
 
 


