
 
   
  
  

Important Dates 

NEWSLETTER 
21st February 2019 

Friday 22nd February 
• Yr 4 Assembly, 8.45am 
• Yr 1 & Yr 2 Beach Sport 

 
Friday 1st March 

• Yr 5 & Yr 6 Beach Sport 
 
Monday 4th March 

• Public Holiday - Labour 
Day 

 
Tuesday 5th March 

• Yr 3 Parent-Student 
Reconciliation Meeting, 
6.00pm - Steve Dowie 
Hall 
 

Wednesday 6th March 
• Ash Wednesday Whole 

School Mass, 8:45am 
 
Friday 8th March 

• Yr 5 & Yr 6 Beach Sport 
 
Wednesday 13th March 

• Year 1 Liturgy, 8.45am 
 
Friday 15th March 

• Yr 2 Assembly, 8.45am 
• St Patrick’s Green T-Shirt 

Day 
• Clean Up Australia Day 
• Yr 3 & Yr 4 Beach Sport 

 
 
 
 

W E B . S T D A M I E N S C P S . W A . E D U . A U  

Uniform Shop 
 

Wednesday 
2.45pm – 3.15pm 

 
Friday 

8.15am – 9.00am 
 

St Damien’s Parish Mass 
Times 

 
Wednesday, 6.00pm 

 
Thursday, 6.00pm 

 
Friday, 12.00noon 

 
Saturday, 6.00pm 

 
Sunday, 8.30am 

 
 
 
 

Take Time 
 

Take time to think – it is the 
source of power. 

Take time to play – it is the 
secret of perpetual youth. 
Take time to read – it is the 

fountain of wisdom. 
Take time to pray – it is the 
greatest power on earth. 
Take time to love and be 
loved – it is a God-given 

privilege. 
Take time to be friendly – it is 

the road to happiness. 
Take time to laugh – it is the 

music of the soul. 
Take time to give – it is too 
short a day to be selfish. 

Take time to work – it is the 
price of success. 

Take time to do charity – it is 
the key to heaven. 

 

Peel Catholic Schools 
Student Discount Scheme 
 

This discount applies to 
families who have 

students attending more 
than one Catholic school 

in the Peel region. 
 

Application closing date: 
12 April 2019. 

 
Forms available from the 
office or on our website 

(Enrolments / Enrolment 
Fees). 
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ST DAMIEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 2019 
 
 

 Principal’s Report 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Congratulations to all involved in Tuesday’s Interhouse Swimming Carnival. The day was one of the best organised and 
run carnivals that I have had the pleasure of attending. My sincerest thanks to Miss Jaimie Shanahan and Mr Brett 
Crebert for putting together such a great day. Regardless of how well these days are planned, they can only be 
successful with the support of students, staff and parents. I had the easy role of starter but I also had a birds-eye-view 
of the great work being done by the staff, the parent helpers, the parent cheer squad and the wonderful participation by 
all the children. 
 
What stands out most in my mind, apart from some absolutely awesome swimming by our champion swimmers Lexcen 
King, Rose Dege, Matthew O’Rourke, Asha Vollprecht, Slade Stoove, Noah Schwarzbach, Amber Gardiner, Eimeid 
Shadlow and Amber Reid was the effort put in by all competitors. I try to measure the success of any carnival by the 
skills on display and by the level of effort children put in even when they know they are up against other more proficient 
competitors. I was consequently totally blown away by the cheers team mates, opposing competitors, parents and staff 
gave to those children who struggled through their event but didn’t even consider giving up. Absolutely brilliant! Thanks 
must also go to the staff and students who remained at school and kept the cogs turning.  
 
Over the past two weeks the class teachers have been presenting information sessions in order to meet parents and 
introduce themselves. During these sessions they have also outlined their procedures, expectations and goals for the 
year ahead. The sessions have been well attended and I thank you for making the time and effort to come and hear 
them speak about how their year level and class will run in 2019. Many good questions were raised during these 
sessions and teachers were able to explain what they were doing and why they were employing those particular 
strategies or methods over others. 
 
If you were unable to attend the presentation, I recommend that you make a time to catch up with your child’s teacher 
if you have any queries, questions or concerns. All class teachers are contactable by email. The email addresses for all 
staff at St Damien’s follow the same addressing protocols- firstname.surname@cewa.edu.au  
 
If you want to pass on a quick message to your child’s teacher you may pop in before or after school; however, if you 
have a concern that needs some time to discuss adequately, please make an appointment via email. Alternately, if you 
are unable to access the teacher’s email account you may phone the front office to make an appointment. 
 
Class teachers have also sent out information notes in which they have outlined school policies, class procedures, what 
uniforms students require on any given day and an outline of the topics they will be covering during the term. These are 
invaluable as they can often be a quick reference point for you to consult should you have a query.  
 
From time to time, children’s lessons may change and this may require a different uniform to be worn on a particular 
day. We endeavour to advise parents as early as possible through our normal channels of communication- note, email, 
SMS or website (the website has a wealth of up-to-date information)- when these changes occur; however, this early 
notification may not always be possible due to a number of unforeseen circumstances. Those who have access to 
Facebook may also see some posts from other parents but we will generally not post on Facebook without having issued 
the notification through our regular means of communication. Please rest assured that children will not receive negative 
consequences on these occasions if they are in the wrong uniform.   
 
Parents were also given the opportunity to hear about the homework policy that pertains to their child’s class. At St 
Damien’s we view homework as a valuable way to augment the learning opportunities offered at school during the day. 
While there are many variances to the classes’ policies there are also some aspects that apply to ALL classes. 
 

1. Reading forms a vital part of every child’s homework and may include oral reading to parents. It is also 
important that children develop the habit of reading for pleasure early in their schooling. 

2. Homework is generally designed to reinforce learning; however, it can also be used to pre-test what prior 
learning and understandings students bring with them. 

 
 

Continued page 2 
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ST DAMIEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 2019 
 
 

  

3. You are always welcome to assist your child during homework and parent’s explanations can often be 
invaluable. If there are elements your child cannot do on their own it is important that you let their teacher 
know so that remediation can occur, if required. Please remember that when they are undertaking a task that 
serves as a pre-test, they are not expected to know how to complete the task and allowing them to turn that 
work in unfinished or with errors is valuable information for the teacher. 

 
4. There is a set time for homework and children are not expected to plough through work they do not 

understand for extended periods of time. Generally between 15 and 35 minutes, depending on the year level. 
After that time they simply put their work away and submit it to the teacher the next day.  

In addition to homework it is important that parents ask their children questions at the end of each day to keep 
abreast of how your child is travelling at the time.  
 
Some questions you may choose from could include some of the following; however, irrespective of the ones you 
choose it is important to get into the habit of finding out how your child is going regularly. 
 
1. Tell me about the best part of your day. 
2. What was the hardest thing you had to do today? 
3. Did any of your classmates do anything funny? 
4. Tell me about what you read in class. 
5. Who did you play with today? What did you play? 
6. Do you think [any subject] is too easy or too hard? 
7. What's the biggest difference between this year and last year? 
8. Did you help anyone today? Did anyone help you? 
9. Who did you sit with at lunch? 
10. Can you show me or tell me about something you learned (or did) today? 

 
These questions and others like them can be found on a wide variety of websites and I certainly wouldn’t interrogate 
my child after school. Choose questions that elicit a longer response than a yes or no answer. It is important that 
children become accustomed to confiding in their parents about what makes them happy and what concerns them. 
 
Christ Shines 
 
Joe Bartucciotto 
 

 
 
 
 
 

During the recent spate of hot weather, some of the Pre Primary students were seen enjoying one of the watermelons 
grown at school by Mr Salmeri. By the looks on their little faces I am pretty sure that they enjoyed it … LOTS!!! 
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P & F Update 
 

The start of the school year is such a busy time, so I think it’s worth a special shout-out to all the 
parents who have, amongst swimming lessons, parent information meetings and getting their kids 
settled into the new school year, have also put their hands up to be P&F class reps this year. 
 
You guys are Champions and so critical to the number one priority of the P&F - building 
community. Without your connection to the parents and friends in your year level, achieving that 
would be so much harder. 
 
Have a look at the list on the following page of the 2019 P&F events and class reps to see who 
your year level rep is and which event your year level will be organising.  There is no limit to the 
amount of class reps we have though, so if you’d like to get onboard, especially in those year 
levels with only one rep, please speak to your teacher, or email the P&F at 
stdamienspandf@gmail.com - we would LOVE to hear from you. 
 
Andrea Kelly  
P&F President 
stdamienspandf@gmail.com 
0401 64 64 87 
 

These wonderful businesses are generous sponsors of St Damien’s Catholic Primary. You 
will have seen their ads on our school planner. If you are in need of their services or 

products please show them our gratitude through your patronage. 
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Thank you to  al l  the  parents  who have  taken a  class  rep  role  this  year  -  your  
contribution is  much appreciated
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South Mandurah Junior Football Club

Registrations OPEN! 
Go to AFLAuskick.com.au

 
 
KidSport Registered
A Great Family Club



 

 
8 

ST DAMIEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 2019 
 
 

 



 

 
9 

ST DAMIEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 2019 
 
 

 www.peelhockey.com.au 
 2019 

Come & Try 
23rd February 2019 

4pm – 6pm 
All Age Groups – Senior & Junior 

 

Equipment supplied 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Sporting Globe Stadium 
(Mandurah Hockey Stadium) 

Fuchsia Court, Halls Head 
 

WINTER SEASON 2019 
www.peelhockey.com.au/calendar-winter-season  

 

 
 
 

Tuesdays 
4pm – 5pm 

Teams created - 17th March 
Season Starts – 7th May 

Game On! 
School Years 1 to 4  

Age Groups 1/2’s & 3/4's 
Mixed Gender Teams 

Skills in Action 
Kindy to Pre-Primary  

www.peelhockey.com.au/local-junior/hookin2hockey 
 

JUNIOR COMPETITIONS 

School Year Age Groups 
Mixed Gender Teams 

Teams created - 17th March 
Season Starts - 3rd May 

J 10-12 Comp 
Mondays 

J 5-6 Comp 
Tuesdays 

J 7-9 Comp 
Fridays 

www.peelhockey.com.au/local-junior/junior-competitions 

SENIOR COMPETITIONS 

Men & Women 
Traditional format 11-a-side 

Own Gender Teams 
Teams created – 2nd March 

Season Starts – 7th April 

Social 7’s 
Modified format 7-a-side 

Mixed Gender Teams 
Teams created – 8th April 
Season Starts – 6th May 

www.peelhockey.com.au/local-seniors 
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Music Incursion – Channel Nine 
Recording Studio 
 
Positions still vacant for non-choir 
students in years 4 5 6 wishing to 
audition.  
 
If you are interested in audtioning 
please see Mrs Burns for an audition 
form. 

Tinies (4yrs-6yrs) 

Saturdays 8:45—9:45 

Coodanup College Gym 

Sub– Juniors (7yrs-10yrs)

Saturday 9:30-12:30 

John Tonkin College Gym 

Juniors (11yrs-13yrs) 

Saturdays 9:45—12:45 

Coodanup College Gym 

Inters (14yrs—16yrs) 

Tuesdays 4:00—7:00 

Coodanup College Gym 

www.mandurahcalisthenics.org.au 


