
 
   
  
  

Important Dates 

NEWSLETTER 
7th February 2019 

Friday 8th February 
• Yr 3-6 Swimming 

Lessons & Swim Time 
Trials 

 
Monday 11th – Friday 15th 
February 

• Yr 3-6 Swimming 
Lessons 

 
Friday 15th February 

• Yr 1 & Yr 2 Beach Sport 
 
Tuesday 19th February 

• Yr 3-6 Interhouse 
Swimming Carnival 

 
Friday 22nd February 

• Yr 4 Assembly, 8.45am 
• Yr 1 & Yr 2 Beach Sport 

 
Monday 4th March 

• Public Holiday - 
Labour Day 

 
Tuesday 5th March 

• Yr 3 Parent-Student 
Reconciliation 
Meeting 
 

Wednesday 6th March 
• Ash Wednesday 

Whole School Mass 
8:45am 

 
 
 

W E B . S T D A M I E N S C P S . W A . E D U . A U  

Uniform Shop 
 

Wednesday 
2.45pm – 3.15pm 

 
Friday 

8.15am – 9.00am 
 

St Damien’s Parish Mass Times 
 

Wednesday, 6.00pm 
 

Thursday, 6.00pm 
 

Friday, 12.00noon 
 

Saturday, 6.00pm 
 

Sunday, 8.30am 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We give you praise, O God, 
for everything that is new and beautiful, 

for everything which holds promise and brings 
us joy. 

 
Bless us as we start this new year 

with our friends and teachers 
Help us to make the most of every chance we 

have to start afresh. 
 

May we show love to one another and to all. 
May the new beginning of this school year 

remind us that you give us chances 
to start over again and again. 

 
Help us to forgive others 

as we receive your forgiveness. 
Help us to learn and to work together. 

Help us to listen when we should 
and to know the best words when we 

speak and when it is better not to speak. 
 

We thank you for our friends 
Help us to be good friends this year.  

Help us to be patient 
with ourselves and with others. 

 
Bless our school and keep us safe.  
Be with us as we travel each day. 

 
Help us to be aware of your love shown to us 

in the people around us. 
Bless all those who care for us in 

school and at home. 
Help us show our care for them and to say 

sorry when we need to. 
 

May the Blessed Mother Mary protect us 
And help us to live as well as we can Giving 

thanks and glory to God as she did. 
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ST DAMIEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 2019 
 
 

 Principal’s Report 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The start of the new school year has been a very successful one and it has been a pleasure to catch up with students and 
parents. It has also been gratifying to note that the children, in general, have been keen to return to school and catch up with 
friends, learn new and exciting lessons and mix with new class mates. I am in awe of the many and varied activities the 
children have undertaken over the Christmas holidays. Some travelled far and wide, while others remained much closer to 
home; however, regardless of where they went and what they did I would have to say that what the majority of them recall 
most fondly is the people they were with rather than the places they went. We are truly blessed at St Damien’s to have 
parents who understand the merit of a high-quality comprehensive education, enjoy spending time with their children and 
who know the value of ensuring the home and the school work in harmony to provide every opportunity for the children to 
learn.   
 
The standards of behaviour, effort and work at St Damien’s have always been set high, and we make no apologies for that, 
nor is there any intention to lower them at any time in the foreseeable future. I have found that when the bar is lifted to a 
level that is challenging but still achievable, children will strive to meet the new challenges it provides. We work very hard to 
firstly set those goals and then assist the children so that they can achieve them. I have had the opportunity, over the past 
four years, to see the progress the children make with sustained and steady effort. There is no doubt that when the home 
and the school work together, the results can be extraordinary.  
 
During Week One and Two, parents have the opportunity to attend teacher/parent meetings. These meetings enable you to 
meet your child’s teachers and ask any questions that may assist you in helping your child. This is also a great way for you 
to make contact with the teachers and put a face to the name. Teachers will be specifically talking about the programs, 
policies and procedures that pertain to that particular class as well as any special events/requirements for the children in that 
year level.  
 
This year I am thrilled to announce that we will be commencing a highly regarded well-being course for students called 
‘Champion Life’. The program will be launched at the end of Week Three and will provide lessons and activities through 
which students can work on improving the quality of their daily physical health and general well-being. Champion Life is a 
program that involves inspirational messages, life lessons and physical challenges for the children to complete and reflect 
upon so that they can more effectively develop the resilience and mental health habits that will enable them to thrive.  
 
It describes itself as “a curriculum aligned resource for school that motivates and supports students to form lifelong health, 
fitness and wellbeing habits” and comes highly recommended. 
At St Damien’s we are passionate about educating the whole child and improving the children’s quality of life. We are 
committed to the belief that for every child, the journey must be as rewarding and enjoyable as the destination. The cost of 
the program will be covered by school funds and there is no additional fee to be paid by families for children to participate in 
this course. 
 
I am happy to report that the first two days of swimming at Avalon Beach for the children in Year Three to Six commenced 
without a hitch yesterday thanks to great planning and coordination from all involved. Special thanks to Mr Crebert for 
overseeing the program and to Marion Higgins for once again conducting such high-quality lessons. I am pleased that our 
students have the opportunity to learn how to use and enjoy this wonderful resource safely. 
 
The P&F met for the first time in 2019 last night and I thank them for their ongoing support of the St Damien’s school 
community. Although the batten has now been passed onto a new committee, the work of the past P&F members has 
generously and judiciously been shared with them in order to ensure that the future is as well served now as it has been in 
the past. The role of the P&F at St Damien’s has focused on ways that it can build community, and this will continue to be at 
the forefront of their work. Their fundraising function is a secondary role and is never placed in front of ensuring the families 
of the school have a voice and a conduit for the consideration of their recommendations and ideas. 
  
I offer my sincerest thanks to all the members of the previous P&F committee under the guidance of Mrs Alicia Sun and look 
forward to working as closely with the new committee chaired by Mrs Andrea Kelly. If you have the opportunity to come 
along to a meeting you will find that it is well worth the effort and your input is always welcomed. Contrary to popular fears, 
you won’t be lumbered with work by coming along. Please have a read of Andrea’s P&F report in this newsletter. 
 
Christ Shines 
 
Joe Bartucciotto 
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P & F Update 
 

Last night was the first P&F meeting for 2019. With a massive agenda, some brand new faces and a 
whole lot of enthusiasm for the coming year, we got stuck into it. 
 
We’ve got some new office bearers on the Committee this year, including Rebecca Cattanach as Vice 
President, Lisa Norwell as Treasurer, Claire Reid as Secretary, and myself Andrea Kelly as President. 
 
We’re really keen to do the best job we can to support the P&F to build community, provide education 
and awareness for parents, and raise some extra funds for the school … in that order. 
 
We can’t do that by ourselves, so I’d like to thank the people who have already stepped up for the class 
rep roles – Donna Coughlan and Emily Patterson for Year 4, and Karen Boettiger and Karen Kenny-Levick 
for Year 2. Thank you! 
 
The fundraisers and events list has been drafted and we’ve even approved funds for some of the 
teachers’ wish-list.  Items including Numero maths cards, a new amp & microphones, play furniture and 
tough trays for Kindy and Pre-Primary. 
 
We’ll confirm the events list soon and keep you up to date in the Facebook groups and through the 
newsletter. 
 
If you would like to get in touch, you can email me at andreakelly@aapt.net.au. 
 
 
In the photo (left to right): Natarlie Woodman, Claire Reid – Secretary, Donna Coughlan – year 4 rep, 
Kim Nicholson, Lisa Norwell – Treasurer, Kelly Oldfield, Karen Boettiger – year 2 rep, Rebecca Cattanach 
– Vice President, Andrea Kelly – President. 
 

mailto:andreakelly@aapt.net.au


























St Damien’s kids taking it to the 
Extreme! 

 We are very proud of two of our Year 6 students, 
Maverick Wilson and Anthony Eppen-Van Der Aa who, over 

the Christmas break, demonstrated excellence in their 
chosen sports. 

 Anthony Eppen-Van Der Aa was crowned 
National Under 14 Kite-surfing Champion at the 2019  
Australian National Championships held at Safety Bay 

during early February. The achievement itself is amazing 
but even more-so when you consider he’s only 11 and this 
was his first competition! Not only did he earn the honour 
of the title but he has landed himself a Sponsorship deal 

with “Ozone’ to support his passion in the future.



But they are not the only ones…… 

At St Damien’s we are proud of all of our students and the diversity of interests, 
efforts and successes shown after 3pm, on the weekends or during the holidays. 

Families are always welcome to send in photos and information about our students’ 
outside of school achievements, and we will do our best to share these stories with 

the school community. 

 Maverick Wilson had a very busy 2018/19 on the surfing circuit, competing in a 
wide range of local, state and national events. His achievements were many, highlighted by: 

May 2018 – Crowned State U/12 Champion at WA State Championships at Pyramids Beach 
August 2018 – 1st Place U/10 at Parko’s Grom Stomp at the Sunshine Coast in QLD 
January 2019 – 1st Place U/12 Taj’s Small Fries at Yallingup as well as winning the U/12 
Yallingup Board-riders title. 

Maverick has landed himself a sponsorship deal with Rip Curl and his main threat seems to be his 
younger sister Lulu Wilson who has been winning events in the local Mandurah Boardriders 

Competition!
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The Positive Partnerships initiative is funded by the Australian Government Department of 
Education and Training through the Helping Children with Autism package and is delivered by 
Autism Spectrum Australia. The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent 
the views of the Australian Government or the Department of Education and Training.

Victoria Park, WA

To register, visit:   
positivepartnerships.com.au

Join other local families to learn more about autism and 
ways to strengthen the home-school partnership

Autism: characteristics, impacts and strategies
Understanding behaviour
Working together with your school

For help, call: 
1300 881 971

Learn about: 

1 day Autism Workshop for Parents and Carers

Free 
to attend

Wednesday 1 May 2019
9.15am - 3.00pm

Technology Park Function Centre 
2 Brodie Hall Drive 
Bentley WA 6102 
 
 
 
 

Location:

Interpreters available 

Registrations open 20 March 2019

(Light lunch and morning tea provided)
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