
 
   
  
  

Important Dates 

NEWSLETTER 
7th March 2019 

 
Friday 8th March 

• Yr 5 & Yr 6 Beach Sport 
 
Wednesday 13th March 

• Year 1 Liturgy, 8.45am 
 
Friday 15th March 

• Yr 2 Assembly, 8.45am 
• St Patrick’s Green T-Shirt 

Day 
• Clean Up Australia Day 
• Yr 3 & Yr 4 Beach Sport 

 
Saturday 16th March 

• School Mass / 
Reconciliation Enrolment, 
6.00pm 

 
Sunday 17th March 

• School Mass / 
Reconciliation Enrolment 
/ Staff Commissioning, 
8.30am 

 
Thursday 21st March 

• Harmony Day 
• Wine & Cheese Event, 

4.00 – 5.30pm (under the 
cabana near the Steve 
Dowie Hall) 
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Uniform Shop 
 

Wednesday 
2.45pm – 3.15pm 

 
Friday 

8.15am – 9.00am 
 

St Damien’s Parish Mass 
Times 

 
Wednesday, 6.00pm 

 
Thursday, 6.00pm 

 
Friday, 12.00noon 

 
Saturday, 6.00pm 

 
Sunday, 8.30am 

 
 
 
 

Have you joined the gang and registered 
for Footy Tipping yet?  $25 per tipper. 

Contact the School Office on 9583 2500. 

Kind words can be 
short and easy to 
speak, but their 
echoes are truly 
endless. 
 

Mother Teresa 
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 Principal’s Report 
Dear Parents, 
 
Unbelievably, the first term of 2019 is already at the halfway point. I shouldn’t be surprised though, in light of all 
the effort, work, fun, caring, compassion and growth I have witnessed at St Damien’s so far this year. Being inside 
classrooms has allowed me to see what in sporting parlance would be referred to as many, many ‘One Percenters’. 
In AFL they are the knock-ons, spoils, smothers, and shepherds and in other sports and endeavours they are the 
efforts that are often unheralded but are an essential component of any team’s success.  
 
The ‘One Percenters’ I have witnessed in those classes have been those times when a kind word, an extra 
explanation, a realignment of focus or a motivational statement has led a student to some new learning, to 
consolidate what they already knew or even received an insight that student may have never considered. 
 
These ‘One Percenters’ by nature aren’t hard, they simply take a level of awareness to recognise that they ‘can’ 
be done, they make a difference, they can never be accurately measured, there will probably never be any 
recognition and there will be no associated accolades. These actions take a little effort but when combined with 
those of the many others on the team, including those of the students and the parents, reap massive rewards.  
 
To say that the children at St Damien’s have every opportunity to attain their highest possible level of achievement 
is an understatement. The personnel and the programs of the school build on wonderful traditions and supplement 
those core practices with innovations and improvements that allow every child to succeed. Combined with the 
support of the families, the programs at St Damien’s that cater for the students who require assistance to access 
the curriculum, those that enable the highly capable students to excel and those that meet the curriculum needs 
of most students who are at year level are exemplary and constantly improving.  
 
As good as the policies, programs, innovations and traditions may be, the ‘One Percenters’ are performed by the 
people, and we are truly blessed to have a dedicated community of children, parents and staff at St Damien’s who 
combine their individual efforts to make this wonderful school function. Congratulations and thank you all. 
 
Yesterday I had the pleasure of attending the Ash Wednesday Mass at which the children commenced the period 
of preparation for the coming of Easter. Many thanks to Mrs Leighton for planning an excellent liturgy, to the staff 
who generously offered their ministry, Mrs Burns and the choir for elevating the liturgy to an even higher plane, to 
the students and parishioners for their prayerful participation and to Fr Vincent for presiding over the celebration 
and offering his words of wisdom. His message of using the Lenten period to improve who we are and what we 
do so that we can welcome Jesus into our hearts more completely, is a perennial message but one that never 
loses it primacy. 
 
I also had the opportunity to attend a parent and student information session on Tuesday evening for those children 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation later this term. Special thanks to Miss McMahon, Mrs Simon and Fr 
Vincent for conducting an informative and enjoyable meeting. 
 
The recent fencing we have had installed is designed to discourage the disproportionate number of kangaroos 
that were coming onto the property to feed after they had been driven out of their habitats by recent clearing and 
fencing in the area. While we would never like to see them completely disappear from our property, they were 
becoming a health and safety risk for our students and staff; however, many of the gates will remain unlocked 
after hours and we will continue to welcome families and students coming onto the grounds at the weekends and 
in the afternoons to avail themselves of the facilities. We are confident that as we currently have very little, if any, 
concerning behaviour or damage at these times the many surveillance cameras will identify anyone who may 
choose to misuse this privilege. Therefore, providing we don’t have any upsurge of damage or vandalism, we will 
continue to leave some gates unlocked.   
 

Continued page 2 



 

 
3 

ST DAMIEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 2019 
 
 

  

The news last week of the conviction of Cardinal Pell has been deeply distressing for our community, 
particularly for those whose lives have been impacted by sexual abuse. 
 
Out of respect for the ongoing judicial process, Catholic Education Western Australia will not be providing 
comment on the conviction and upcoming appeal at this time, other than to say that we must continue to 
acknowledge the pain of all victims and survivors of abuse, and provide support to them and their loved 
ones wherever and however we can. 
 
This is indeed an extremely difficult and confronting time and I encourage you to contact me directly if you 
or your child requires support in dealing with this or have questions about our school or parish processes. 
 
As a school community, this is a reminder that every student and staff member needs a safe and supportive 
learning environment, and that the wellbeing of all in our school remains our highest priority. At St Damien’s 
the policies, practices and physical environments are geared to ensuring that safety is the key priority. We 
also welcome regular input from families and students as to how we can continue to make our school as 
safe as possible. The recent addition of internal cameras in those rooms that may have 1 to 1 lessons 
taking place, is one way that we have listened to concerns that have been raised, through discussions and 
consequently implemented solutions. At St Damien’s we will always do whatever is within our realm of 
possibility to do in order to create safe environments for all, especially our children. 
 
I would also like to note the fantastic members of our community who meet regularly to find ways that they 
can ensure the school runs ethically, profitably and in a manner that enriches the educational experiences 
of all who are a part of St Damien’s Catholic School Community. The School Board and the P&F are two 
invaluable organisations within our school who produce many, many of those ‘One Percenters’ that serve 
to make this school great. They are currently looking for ways financially responsible and maintainable in 
which we can provide fee relief to all families.  We recognise that there are many families who give up 
many of life’s luxuries to pay the fees that will enable their children to have the very best chance to develop 
into spiritual, happy, healthy and productive members of society.  
 
As a school we want to ensure that no one who is experiencing genuine financial hardship ever feels the 
need to leave the school. We also want to ensure that those who may be reluctant to enroll students into 
our wonderful school because of financial concerns are provided with as many means as possible by which 
they can feel confident that their enrolment will not become prohibitively burdensome. 
 
We do have some limited spaces in various classes and if you are speaking to friends or neighbours who 
are considering alternatives for their children’s schooling, we would be only too pleased to discuss what 
we offer here with them and allow them to make a more informed decision. 
 
Christ Shines 
 
Joe Bartucciotto 
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These wonderful businesses are generous sponsors of St Damien’s Catholic Primary. You 
will have seen their ads on our school planner. If you are in need of their services or 

products please show them our gratitude through your patronage. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Ashayla & Paige Cross started attending  Little 
Athletics this year and they love it. 

 
They enjoy competing in lots of events which include 
running, long jump, triple jump, discus, shot put, high 

jump, javelin, hurdles, vortex and walking. 
 

They competed in centre champs over two weeks 
and were awarded with their medals for each event. 

 
The girls also competed in Zones championships 
which Paige won a medal for each of her events. 
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WAATI 2019 EXEMPLARY TEACHER 
AWARD 

Our school community is extremely proud of our Italian Teacher, Signora Laura 
Bava, who, on Friday 22 February, earned two distinct honours.  The first of which 
is that she has been selected to be the next President of WAATI (The West 
Australian Association of Teachers of Italian), the second being that she has 
been identified as an “Exemplary Teacher.” This honour recognises Laura’s 
contributions to curriculum development, her mentoring and support of younger 
teachers, and also represents the extra miles she travels in ensuring that all 
students not only learn a language, but are fully immersed in a cultural 
experience when they enter her classroom. Bravissimo Signora! 
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This year Story Dogs WA will have dog teams attending the 
RSPCA Million Paws Walk at both Perth and Rockingham locations 

 

Story Dogs – Perth is the team name for the South Perth 
Walk – co-ordinator for this event is Linda Williams 0421 976 379 

linda@storydogs.org.au 
 

Story Dogs – Rockingham is the team name for the 
Rockingham Walk – co-ordinator for this event is Lindy Ettridge 

0466 974 288 or lindy@storydogs.org.au 
 

The two team names have been registered – wear your Story Dogs 
uniform and help us stand out in our orange (RSPCA events are balloon 

free) 
 

Book online at https://www.millionpawswalk.com.au under one 
of the two team names or you can turn up on the day, if you can’t 
commit at this stage – that is not a problem. 
 
Details of the two events are on our website by clicking on the full 
calendar tab on the home page then going to the 19th May to view. 
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The P&F have hit the ground running this year. We are progressing well and are ecstatic to have class reps 
for every year level and all our events planned.  
 
P&F posters will be displayed on class windows so you can easily see who your year level reps are, which 
events your year level will be helping with, and how to contact the P&F.  
 
The P&F now have a dedicated email address, if you ever want to contact the committee with an idea, 
suggestion or feedback, please email stdamienspandf@gmail.com.  
 
Upcoming events: 

v The famous Easter “Eggtravaganza” Raffle.  
v Footy tipping is about to kick off too, let’s get the tipping up to the wazoo. 
v Wine and cheese event, Thursday 21st March – 4.00 to 5.30pm (under the cabana). 
v School banking information session will be held at our next Assembly on Friday 15th March.   

We had a fabulous turn out at last night’s meeting. Please come along to our next meeting if you would 
like to share your ideas with our community. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Rebecca Cattanach 
P&F Vice President  
 
 
 
 

 

 P&F News 
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Music Incursion – Channel Nine 
Recording Studio 
 
Positions still vacant for non-choir 
students in years 4 5 6 wishing to 
audition.  
 
If you are interested in audtioning 
please see Mrs Burns for an audition 
form. 

 

 

 

 

All age’s u6’s up to u17’s, Girls Tackle 14’s & 17’s & GLT 
      More info Contact: Damian Green - 0400 125 728 
             Registrar: Tiana Ivers – 0413 430 872 
                   Email: registrarmandurahstorm@gmail.com 

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook: 
Mandurah Storm Rugby League Club 

 

Mandurah Storm Junior Rugby League  
   Come & Try Day 

   10TH MARCH 2019 10AM - 1PM 
           Ocean Road Reserve, Dawesville 

Register online today 
 

           https://playnrl.com 
 


