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2020 has certainly been a challenging year. The year started with our much loved and respected 

Principal, Mr B taking a secondment to work with CEWA leadership, which in turn lead to the 

appointment of Brett Crebert as our acting Principal. The new leadership team stepped up and did 

an amazing job to get the school year started. 

In any other year, the change of leadership at the start of a school year would be enough to deal 

with, then In February/March the world started to hear about something called COVID 19. No one 

could predict or imagine how much this would affect our lives let alone our schooling. As the weeks 

rolled on, the terms ‘remote learning’, ‘school lockdowns’ and ‘quarantine’ were becoming more 

prevalent, therefore sending all schools, teachers, support staff and leadership teams scrambling to 

figure out how this would affect our school and our children. 

A huge effort from all staff was needed and should not go unrecognised. The way our school 

prepared for and set up remote learning was amazing. They had to adapt and change learning guides 

to suit the needs of the families and children multiple times.  There were definitely some teething 

problems but as a community we all got through it. So a huge thankyou to all of our staff for their 

planning and hard work. We are very lucky in WA that we are in some sort of normality, but if we 

ever need to deal with a situation like that again, I believe our school is very well set up to face the 

challenge. 

It is a testament to Brett and Caroline and all the staff that even through a year that has challenged 

the most experienced of leaders, our standards have remained high and staff and students are 

happy and healthy and our school is in a very sound position financially. Our enrolment numbers 

remain strong and our reputation in the community is very positive.  

I would like to acknowledge the school board for their focus and commitment throughout the year, 

with special thanks to Matt Edwards and Robby Naglewicz for their many years of service to Saint 

Damien’s, their presence on the Board will be missed. Michelle Farcich, our School Bursar also 

deserves a special mention, as she delicately balances the tough financial times of COVID while 

managing the pastoral care of our families and continues to deliver a strong financial position for the 

school. 

In closing, we are excited to welcome Mr Daniel Gooch to our school next year as our new Principal. 

We can’t wait for the next chapter of our great school to begin and with the strong foundations and 

the support of Brett, Caroline and CEWA I believe he will have the perfect start to his time at our 

School. 

 

Ben Dell (acting Board Chair) 

 


